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soon as ever his work would allow, he was preaching to the
miserables and outcasts of Nottingham, seeking sinners,
* interesting the indifferent, thundering the wrath of God
against wickedness and transgression. He won one man
who was famous in the town as a " character," the drunken,
wife-beating, humorous-minded rascal, known as " Besom
Jack," of whom mention has been made. This man had
lived an utterly abominable life. He went about the streets
selling brooms, and every penny that he gained in this
manner was spent upon drink. His poor wife had to beg
at the doors of her neighbours for a few used tea-leaves,
which she boiled up afresh, and so lived, starving and
terrified. Booth won this man, won him so completely
that he became a faithful follower of the street preachers,
working for them, helping them, saving the old companions
of his drunken days, and devoting himself in his home to
making amends for his past iniquity. His conversion
created something of a sensation. It was not recognized
as a miracle, but it was talked about as something either
amusing or interesting, something for mockery and sneers,
or for discussion and timorous questioning, according to the
faith or no faith of the talkers.

" The leading men in the Church to which I belonged,"
says Booth, " were afraid I was going too fast, and gave
me plenty of caution, quaking and fearing at every new
departure, but never a word of encouragement to help me
on. But I went forward all the same/'

He remarks that there were many indications in those
early events of the organization which he was destined to
bring into existence several years afterwards. Not only
was there preaching in the streets, not only was there a
tracking down of particular sinners, not only was there a
total insistence on the absolute necessity of a changed heart,
but every opportunity was seized by the young enthusiast
for striking the torpid imaginations of the people with the
realities of spiritual life. One of his followers, for instance,
a young girl of humble parentage, was brought to her death-
bed ; William Booth and his friends prayed and sang at her
bedside; she died with the expectation of heaven shining in
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